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VISION
Every child has equal access to a quality education.

MISSION
To provide children of low-income families with scholarships to private 
schools in grades K-12, and to advocate for expanded school choice.

INVITATION
At ACE Scholarships, we know that when families have the freedom to choose the 

school that is right for them, success follows. 2020 has provided many unexpected 
challenges, but one thing has remained true—ACE is committed to providing immediate 

support to students who cannot continue to wait decades for positive change.  
Read on to discover how you can be part of the solution.



Welcome to the 2020 ACE Women’s Reception
I so appreciate you joining us for this virtual event. Things certainly look a little different 
today as our world has gotten more complicated these past several months. 

We have all had to adapt to these extraordinary circumstances however, the mission of 
ACE Scholarships remains: to provide children of low-income families with scholarships to 
K-12 private schools and to advocate for expanded school choice.

This reception is an occasion to embrace and celebrate the power and influence women 
have in expanding education, creating opportunity, and transforming lives. We recognize 
that the education system in America does not serve all kids well. However, by attending 
this virtual reception and supporting ACE, we are providing a powerful solution that will 
transform the status quo of education in our city and our state.

This year, we are excited to welcome Laila Ali as our keynote speaker. Laila will share 
her story of female entrepreneurship, the influence of role models, and the power of 
education to level the playing field. It’s a message that will inspire each and every one of 
us to finish the year strong. We are also deeply grateful to BOK Financial for serving as 
our Presenting Sponsor, and for all of our amazing sponsors and supporters who have, 
despite many challenges, made today’s event possible.

We gather with unique experiences and varied backgrounds—united in our belief that 
every child deserves access to a quality education. By giving families this freedom of 
choice, ACE is eradicating the cycle of poverty that places unjust limits on those with 
untapped potential.

In a year as challenging as this one, we still have 2,210 students on scholarship for the 
2020-21 school year. I am so proud of our students, partner schools, administrators, 
community leaders, and dedicated supporters—all of whom have come together to ensure 
we remain faithful to our commitments. 

We do not view 2020 as a setback. The strength, resiliency, and determination displayed by 
our ACE families has inspired us more than ever. There are nearly 10,000 open private 
school desks in Colorado waiting to be filled. It is our responsibility to put deserving 
students in these seats, helping them find the educational environment that is right for 
them.

Thank you again for joining us today to learn about the important work ACE is doing 
across Colorado. I hope you are inspired as well, and leave with a deeper understanding of 
the impact an ACE scholarship can have in the life of a child. The freedom of choice 
holds the power to transform not just a student, but entire families and even a 
community.

Thank you again for supporting the ACE community and for standing by our scholars in a 
time they need us most.

Julie Headley
Chief Development Officer, Colorado
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Laila Ali is a world-class athlete, fitness & wellness 
expert, TV host, cooking enthusiast, founder of the 
Laila Ali Lifestyle Brand, and mother of two. The 
youngest daughter of late beloved global icon and 
humanitarian, Muhammad Ali, she is a two-time 
Hall of Famer and four-time undefeated boxing 
world champion, whose stellar record includes 24 
wins (21 of which were “knockouts”) and zero 
losses. Laila is heralded as the most successful 
female in the history of women’s boxing. 

For the past few seasons, Laila has been an 
outspoken voice and regular contributor for the 
CBS Sports Network’s new all-female sports 
commentary program, We Need to Talk, the first 
of its kind in the history of sports broadcasting. Laila is a past President of the Women’s 
Sports Foundation, a non-profit organization that is supported by some of the biggest 
athletes in the world. Through WSF Laila promotes equality for women in the world of 
professional sports, and she pushes programs that encourage young women to be 
confident, healthy, and strong through sports. 

She was also a major voice for the 40th anniversary of Title IX, which protects women’s 
rights to be included and treated equally in collegiate sports. Always eager to encourage 
others to live an active lifestyle, Laila Ali was the 2012 “Mombassador” for the Aquaphor 
New York City Triathlon, a competition she actually participated in and impressively 
completed in a little more than 3 hours.

Laila is a major supporter of charitable organizations such as Feeding America and 
Peace 4 Kids. She is also quite proud of the work she has done on behalf of the 
American Dental Association to create oral health awareness for children. A sought-after 
inspirational speaker and author, she has keynoted speaking events at Harvard University 
and spoken to thousands of executives at leadership conferences for corporate brands 
around the world. Her life’s story is chronicled in a dynamic book for young women 
entitled Reach! which has just been re-released to the public.

Laila studied business management at Santa Monica College. She enjoys life in the Los 
Angeles area with her husband, former NFL star and current sports TV analyst, Curtis 
Conway, and their two young children, Curtis Jr. (son) and Sydney (daughter).

LAILA ALI
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PROUD TO SUPPORT ACE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Community Progress. 
That's Our Priority. 

www.csbt.com 

We celebrate the communities we serve by supporting initiatives that 
further the development and growth of our fellow neighbors. 

© 2018 Colorado State Bank and Trust, a division of BOKF, NA. Member FDIC. 

Congratulates All of This Year’s 

ACE SCHOLARSHIP 

Recipients and 

High School Graduates



YOUR LOCAL 
TEAM AT BOK 

FINANCIAL 
IS PROUD TO 
SUPPORT ACE 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Education. It’s the foundation of a strong 
prosperous community. Which is why we 
actively participate in initiatives that further 
opportunities for kids and young adults.

www.bokfinancial.com

BOK Financial® is a trademark of BOKF, NA. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender . ©2020 BOKF, NA.





We are proud to support 
ACE Scholarships

The Gold Standard in Precious Metal Investing



At CIBC, giving back is personal. We believe that one person can 
make a difference. And that together, we can create meaningful 
change. We are One for Change.

We are proud to support ACE  Scholarships and 
those working to build a stronger tomorrow.

The CIBC logo is a registered trademark of CIBC, used under license. © 2020 CIBC Bank USA 

Honored to be 
investing in 

our future and 
community

BANK OF THE WEST 
SUPPORTS WOMEN 
ON THEIR PATH  
TO FINANCIAL  
FREEDOM.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joe Smith Jr., Chairman | Partner, Bartlit Beck LLP

Lindsay Brown, Senior Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle

Anne McCarthy, Founder & President, Westmeath, Inc.

Chris Smith, Retired CEO, Cochlear Limited

Jerry Sommer, Denver, CO

Shea Treadway, Vice President, Small Business, Unum Group

Matt Turner, Managing Partner, MorningStar Senior Living

Mike Ward, Owner, Mike Ward Infiniti, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, McLaren, Fiat

Bert Williams, COO, Johnson Financial Group

Liz Wright, Denver, CO

Tom Zanecchia, President, Wealth Management Consultants, Inc.

FOUNDERS

ALEX CRANBERG  |  CHARLIE GALLAGHER  |  THE LATE ED MCVANEY 

RALPH NAGEL  |  JOHN SAEMAN  |  THE LATE JOHN WALTON



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Scott Reiman*, Co-Chairman | President, Hexagon, Inc.
Chris Wright*, Co-Chairman | CEO, Liberty Oilfield Services, LLC 

Kevin Ahern, Chairman, Citywide Banks
Don Bailey*, Chairman & CEO, Triton Investment Company
Kendall Bailey*, The Bailey Company, LLLP
Bill Bergner, Bergner Companies
Ed Bernau, Denver, CO
Graydon Bevis, CEO, Pella Windows & Doors of Cololado, Inc
Dick Brown, Denver, CO
Tony Buchanon, President & CEO, Crestone Peak Services
Pat Callahan, Whiting Petroleum Corporation
Blake Carlson, Partner, Carlson Land Development, LLC
George Caulkins III*, Principal, Greendeck Capital
Alex Cranberg*, Chairman, Aspect Energy, LLC
Meg Duke, Denver, CO 
Lori Durham, Denver, CO
Rick Eldridge, President & CEO, Intuitive Companies
James Evans, Founder, 29 South Partners
Darren Fisk, Founder, CEO & CIO, Forum Real Estate Group
Nate Ford, Partner, Perkins Coie, LLP
John Fox, Chairman, Augusta Jane Oil & Gas, LLC
Mike Fries, President & CEO, Liberty Global, Inc.
Steve Friess, Friess, Inc.
Caleb Gates, Denver, CO 
John Grier, President, Crimson Midstream, LLC
Dave Hunter, Chairman, Financial Designs, Ltd.
Lou Hutchison, President, H-D Asset Management, LLC
John Ikard, Denver, CO
Bud Isaacs, Chairman, RIM Operating Company, Inc.
Brandon Johnson, President, Johnson Financial Group
Mike Johnson, Johnson GEO
Tom Jorden, Chairman, CEO & President, Cimarex Energy Company
Mike Kennedy, President, Point Rider Real Estate LLC
Taylor Kirkpatrick, President, Babson Farms, Inc.
Eric Koeplin*, Denver, CO
Don Law*, President, Prima Exploration, Inc.
Dick Lewis, Chairman, Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co.
Sharon Maffei, Principal, SAM Lifestyles
Jonathan Marsico, Denver, CO
Scott McLean, CEO, DI Graphics, Inc.
Kelly Millen, Denver, CO
Tim Miller, Denver, CO
Susan Mueller, Denver, CO 
Jimmy Mulvihill, Principal & Founder, Black Creek Group
Ralph Nagel*, President, Top Rock Investments, LLC
Joe Niebur, President / Owner, Niebur Development, Inc.



Mike O’Shaughnessy, President, Lario Oil & Gas Co.
Bill Owens*, Senior Director, Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Walt Rakowich, Retired CEO, ProLogis Foundation
Perry Rickel, Marrick Medical Finance, LLC
Audrey Robertson, Co-Founder & CFO, Franklin Mountain Energy, LLC
Kristine Robertson, Denver, CO
Jon Robinson, EVP Regional Chief Credit Officer, UMB Bank of Colorado, N.A.
Jeff Ross*, President & CEO, Ross Aviation
Craig Saeman, Owner, Spyglass Holdings, LLC
Dick Saunders, Founder & Chairman, Saunders Construction, Inc.
Adam Sayers, President, Axia Energy II, LLC
Rick Schmitz, Partner, SKS Ventures, LLC
Scot Sellers, President & CEO, R. Scot Sellers
Mark Sexton, Chairman & CEO, Evergreen Natural Resources
Terry Shadwick, BarnLight Capital LLC
Joe Smith Jr., Partner, Bartlit Beck LLP
George Solich*, President, FourPoint Energy, LLC
Mike Starzer, Chairman & CEO, Fifth Creek Energy Operating Company, LLC
Ray Thomasson, Chairman of the Board, Thomasson Partner Associates, Inc.
Betsey Unger, Denver, CO
Wouter van Kempen, CEO, DCP Midstream, LLC
Greg Vigil*, President, Castle Rock Resources II, LLC
Tim Walsh, Confluence Builders, LLB
Dick Weil, CEO, Janus Capital Group
Peter Wells, Chairman, Wells Property Holdings, LLC
Charlie Wesley, CEO, Thoroughbred Resources
John Williams, Denver, CO
Don Wolf, Chairman, Enduring Resources LLC
John Woodward, Partner, Spierer, Woodward, Corbalis & Goldberg, P.C.

EMERITUS

The Late Steve Farber, President & Founding Partner, Brownstein Hyatt Farber & Schreck, LLP
Charlie Gallagher, Chairman & CEO, Gallagher Enterprises LLC
The Late Ed McVaney, Founder, J.D. Edwards
Julie Mork, Managing Director, ECA Foundation
Tom Petrie, Chairman, Petrie Partners, LLC
Dick Robinson, Co-Chairman, Robinson Dairy, Inc.

*Executive Committee Member

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTINUED



BOARD OF ADVISORS
Stacey Duke*, Co-Chairman | President & Managing Partner, ACM | BDO
Walker Monfort*, Co-Chairman | Vice President, Corporate Sales, Colorado Rockies Baseball Club

Andy Aye, President, Colorado Market, BOK Financial
Christian Bienvenu, Managing Director, SVP, Sr. Relationship Manager, PNC Bank, N.A.
Chris Briggs, Denver, CO
Chris Brown, Vice President, CRH Americas, Inc.
Lindsay Brown*, Senior Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle
Steve Buretz, Senior Vice President, CAZ Investments, LP
Judy Cain, Partner, Plante Moran
Matt Call, Principal & CEO, NavPoint Real Estate Group
Wayne Cavanaugh, Founder & CEO, Ninja Nation
Courtnee Chun, SVP of Investor Relations, Liberty Media Corporation
Scott Clark*, Chairman & CEO, The True Life Companies
Mike Corbett, Vice President, Innovest Portfolio Solutions, LLC
Melissa Corrado-Harrison, Managing Director - Wealth Management, Corrado Harrison & Associates
Ian Dickinson, Denver, CO
Leigh Dunn, Manager/VP of Philanthropy, Engineered Demolition, Inc.
Ann Durham, Global Real Estate Advisor, Ann Durham Properties
Mike Fargher, Territory Manager, Ritchie Bros., Inc.
Shane Feiman, Executive Vice President, Assured Equity Management Corporation
Tracy Forst, Managing Director, Aon Risk Solutions
Norm Franke, Regional President, Alpine Bank
John Freyer*, President, Land Title Guarantee Company
Jennifer Gilliland, Denver, CO
Sergio Gutierrez, Vice President & Client Advisor, JP Morgan Private Bank
Ronette Hall, Denver, CO
John Hill, CEO, Quince Associates
Shaylee Holland, Licensed Attorney, Real Estate Broker
Mike Hommel, Owner, Designs by Sundown
Chris Humber*, Denver, CO
Erin Hutchison, COO, Vehicle Vault
Brian Jumps, Member, Jumps Law
Craig Kinard, Managing Director-Wealth Management, Merrill Lynch, The Kinard Group
Jon Kinning*, EVP/COO, RK Mechanical, Inc.
Kurt Kittleson, President & CEO, K2 Commodities LLC
Mark Korell, Principal, Tower Rock Investments, LLC
Jeff Lang, Director of Business Development, Eagle Field Tech
Dave Lederhos, VP, Debt & Equity, Global Pacific Properties
Bruce MacDonald, Owner & President, MacDonald Hardwoods
Travis McAfoos, Principal, Kentro Real Estate
Mike McCubbin*, Vice President, IMA Financial Group, Inc.
Rick McCullough, Owner, Clean Juice Cherry Creek
Marvin McDaniel, Denver, CO
Sara Montgomery, Wealth Transfer Specialist, Plante Moran
Lindsay Morton Gaiser, Owner & Vice President, Andrisen Morton



Chris Murdy, Managing Director - Real Estate Development, Haselden Construction Inc.
Frank Nessinger, Executive Vice President, FourPoint Energy, LLC
Carl Piske, President, Alta Products LLC
Dave Puchi, Managing Partner, Baceline Investments
JB Richardson, COO, Cherry Creek Insurance Agency, Inc.
Audrey Robertson*, Co-Founder & CFO, Franklin Mountain Energy, LLC
Greg Schmidt, President, Saunders Construction, Inc.
Melanie Schmieding, Managing Director, Abbot Downing
Nate Schnabel*, Owner, NAS Properties
Barry Shames, Business Consultant, Cairn Strategies
Matt Smith, Partner, Holland & Hart LLP
Justin Soucie, CEO & CIO, G&S Capital, LLC
Jenna Stapleton, Executive Director, Harmes C. Fishback Foundation Trust
Mark Stonehocker, Manager, Stonehocker Farms, LLC
Stephen Storey, Partner, BPT Performance Consulting
Ryan Sullivan, Founder, Waypoints Energy
Phil Summers, President & CEO, Logic Healthcare
Jim Teegarden, CEO, Teegarden Financial Group
Adam Truitt, Principal, Financial Designs, Ltd.
Matt Turner*, Managing Partner, MorningStar Senior Living
Michael Turner, Chairman of the Board, RevGen Partners
Brian Wagner, Independent Trustee, Independent Trustee
Mike Ward*, Owner, Mike Ward Infiniti, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, McLaren, Fiat
Taryn Westberg, Partner, Red Lodge Development, LLC
Bert Williams*, COO, Johnson Financial Group

*Executive Committee Member
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ASSOCIATE BOARD
Cashin White*, Chairman | SVP/Director of Business Banking, BOK Financial

Martha Borre, Associate Managing Director, CIBC
Wes Bradish, Managing Director, Ziegler Investment Banking
Margarita Bravo, Chief Creative Officer, Margarita Bravo Design
Evan Burden, Consultant, Voluntary Solutions Inc.
David Foley, Principal and Managing Broker, Makers Commercial
Chris Fordyce, Director of Business Development, National Fire & Safety
John France, Managing Partner, Rose Gate Ventures
Brandon Giles, CEO, Eagle Automation
Ryan Goethals, Vice President, Group Protection Sales, West Region, Lincoln Financial Group
Kelsey Goldberg, Account Executive, Zoom Video Communications
Nick Hansen, Executive Vice President, Alliant Speciality Insurance Services, Inc.
Brian Hartley, Vice President/Broker, Live Water Properties
Parker Heikes, Vice President - Energy Finance, UMB Bank
Kelly Johnson, Vice President, Legal, Liberty Global, Inc.
Peter Krahn, Regional Market Manager, Cigna Health and Life Insurance Company
Matt Lengel, Wealth Management Advisor, Denver Private Wealth Management
Zach Leonard, Managing Director, CIBC
Greg Litvak, Principal, Highlands Vista Group
Chancy Love*, Managing Partner, Protera Investments, LLC
Jon Maxfield, Base President, Jet Linx Aviation
Austin McKee, Managing Director, Eagle River Energy Advisors
Gretchen McLaughlin*, VP, Client Development Advisor, RMB Capital
Tricia Miller, VP, Wealth Management, Gampel Miller Wealth Consulting Group, UBS Financial Service
Stewart Neff, Enterprise Sales Manager, NICE Systems, Inc
Caleb Neumeyer, Vice President, Bank of Colorado
John Obering*, President, Helm Energy, LLC
Adam Ostermiller, Vice President - Strategic Business Development, LPL Financial
Alyson Owens*, Extraction Oil & Gas
Rob Peirce*, Executive Vice President, USI Colorado
Jessica Rauzi, Managing Director, Unum
Alex Riggs, Vice President, Production, Essex Financial Group
Jeremy Shevlin, Boulder, CO
Brooke Sikonski, Manager of Suite Services, Denver Broncos Football Club
Margo Simpson, Denver, CO
Sean Sjodin, Owner, Sjodin Consulting, LLC
Charlie Smith*, Shareholder, Brownstein Hyatt Farber & Schreck, LLP
Dana Spaulding, Founder + CEO, Wander + Ivy
Shea Treadway*, Vice President, Small Business, Unum Group
Miki Tynan*, Owner & Co-Founder, Hygge Birth and Baby
Julie Villalobos, Vice President of Sales & Marketing, Gradiant Energy Services
Wesley Weise, Senior Vice President & Private Client Advisor, U.S. Trust, Bank of America Private Wealth Management
Mary Ann Whetzal, HR Director, Liberty Oilfield Services 
Anne Zellner, Lead Assistant General Counsel, Xcel Energy

*Executive Committee Member



EMERGING LEADERS NETWORK  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SAM BRETZ  |  SAMUEL BUHLER  |  EMILY BURETZ  |  JEFF COLE  |  BROOKE GUNZELMAN  

JESSE HISS  |  CHARLIE HOGE  |  ELLIE KNOTT  |  LUKE MAGLIO  |  JACKSON MYER 

JAMIE NEELY  |  BRYCE PARIETTI  |  STEVEN PETERSON  |  KEVIN SCHMEITS 

AIDAN SCOTT  |  HAYLEY SELTZ  |  TAYLOR SNOW  |  DAN WALSWORTH 

TYLER WEDEKING  |  HARRY WILLIAMS  |  LAUREN WOOD

ALUMNI BOARD

 VINNY ARTINO, DDS  |  ALEXA BAILON  |  YOSHEB BEYENE  |  JAVON BRAME 

CARLA CERVANTES-VILLEGAS  |  JAMES COLEMAN  |  JAKY DELA TORRE 

LORENA DELGADO  |  ALUEL DOLDOL  |  DAU DOLDOL  |  JOSH GARCIA 

VALERIA GOMEZ  |  JANET HERNANDEZ  |  JORGE JAQUEZ  |  OLIVER LIEBIG 

KARINA LOZANO  |  ANGEL LUNA  |  CAROLINA LUNA  |  DANIELA LUNA 

JASMINE LUNA  |  SEAN LUNA  |  MIRA MARTINEZ  |  JENNY NAVARRO 

FAVIANNA OROPEZ  |  CYNTHIA PADRON  |  NICOLE PALAMINO  |  ALVIN PEREGRINO  

JIMMY PHAM  |  AFRIYE PHILLIPS  |  DAVION RODRIGUEZ  |  DIANA DE LA ROSA 

ASNI SOLOMON  |  HENOCK SOLOMON
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